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On May 16 in Caracas, Venezuela, representatives of the Salvadoran government and the Farabundo
Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN) commenced peace talks. Closed-door meetings began
in the morning at an undisclosed site. Alvaro de Soto, personal representative of UN Secretary
General Javier Perez de Cuellar, was in attendance as mediator. The duration of the talks is openended. Lindsey Gruson of the New York Times (05/17/90) wrote that on Tuesday and Wednesday
the Salvadoran military high command had reportedly summoned virtually every available officer,
from lieutenant up, to the capital for a series of meetings. A senior presidential aide told Gruson
that the government was willing to reduce the army from 60,000 men to around 18,000. The aide,
who requested anonymity, said President Alfredo Cristiani was likely to accept the establishment
of safe havens for the rebels monitored by an international peacekeeping force. Gruson reported
that some unidentified senior military commanders have publicly acknowledged the need to create
checks and balances into the political system by making the Treasury Police and the National
Police independent from the army. The Times correspondent also pointed out that both the FMLN
and many junior officers have called for a purge of abusive and incompetent commanders and
comprehensive reforms to eliminate corruption and human rights violations. (Basic data from
Notimex, 05/16/90; New York Times, 05/17/90)
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